Key Terms
Lesson 4 – Theology: Who is God?
Deism: The belief that God created the universe and has since assumed no control over
life, exerted no influence on nature, and given no supernatural revelation.
El Qanna: A name of God: "For the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God"
(Exodus 34:14). See also Deuteronomy 4:23-24 and Zechariah 8:2
Eternal Life: To know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He sent to earth. A
deeply personal and intimate relationship. See John 17:3.
Jesus Seminar: Started in 1985 in Berkley, California, by Robert Funk and thirty-five
other liberal New Testament scholars. The Seminar,--which now includes about 100
members--meets twice a year to debate technical papers. At the close of debate on each
agenda item, members vote using colored beads to indicate the degree of authenticity of
Jesus' words or deeds.
Julius Wellhausen (1844-1918): A 19 th century German liberal scholar who suggested
the Documentary Hypothesis (JEPD), which theorizes that the Pentateuch (Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) was not written by Moses but evolved
over time and was compiled from at least four sources written by various authors.
Numerous scholars have refuted the theory.
Pantheism: Belief that God and the material world are one and the same thing and that
God is present in everything; pantheism sometimes entails belief in many deities. A form
of spiritual naturalism.
Theism: Belief that God created and governs humans and the world.
Theology: The study of the existence, nature, and attributes of God.
Westminster Confession of Faith: A confession of faith drawn up by the 1646
Westminster Assembly, which remains a standard of doctrine within many Protestant,
churches. The full confession took more than five years to complete and provides advice
on issues of worship, doctrine, government, and discipline for the church.

1
© 2006 Focus on the Family.

